East Glenville Community Church
December 2020

"The Way to the Manger"
Family Advent Guide

Holiday Happenings

The season of advent is a wonderful
opportunity to reflect on the coming of
our Savior, Jesus Christ. If your family
doesn’t already have their own advent
traditions, a “Family Advent Guide” is
available in the Foyer Nov 29th.

Nov 24th Thanksgiving Service 7:00 PM
"Stories of God's Faithfulness"
Nov 29th Advent Begins
Dec. 13th Family Carol Sing 6:30 PM
Dec 24th Christmas Eve Services
5 & 7 PM (reservations required)

Hebrews 1:1-3a - "In the past God spoke to our ancestors
through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and
through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s
glory and the exact representation of his being"

Why does Christmas Matter?
How could we ever really know what God is like? God is so much beyond our understanding.
Human beings have been trying to figure out what God is like from the very beginning. Early
peoples experienced the power of natural forces or studied the movement of the stars and came up
with their view of what God (or the gods) must be like. The Greek philosopher Aristotle used the
power of reason to seek the truth and described God as the Unmoved Mover who began the chain of
events that led to a world full of life and people. Yet, is not our situation somewhat like an
earthworm looking up at a farmer on his tractor and completely unable to comprehend what a man
is like? Well, it would be if God did not choose to reveal Himself to us. Christianity is not just
another group of people trying to figure out the nature and character of God by our own wits and
guesses. Instead it is a gathering of people who have become convinced that God has come into their
midst through the life a single person.

Jesus came to bring life into the eternal age.

From Pastor Mitch (cont.)
We make the contention
as believers in Christ,
thatSunday
the only
way –we
could
know what God is like
January 3rd
The First
of 2021
Pastor
Phil
is if He showed Himself to us in some way. The Bible is the record of God showing up in the lives of
Jesus came to show us how to live.
people in the past, and slowly revealing both His nature and His ways to them. He picked one people
to start with, the people of Israel, also known as the Jews. He kept showing up in their history. He
would give them His Laws to follow and speak to them through the prophets he would send.
Sometimes he showed up in the form of an angel of the Lord, while other times He led them by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Oftentimes the people could not see a physical
presence at all, but only learn to hear His voice and follow His leading. They kept going astray. They
kept doing things that made you think they did not really know this God very well.
So, one day God showed up in a different way. He became a human being and walked among
us! The very Creator of Life was Himself born as a baby and lived a normal human life so we could
know Him. Jesus is not just another representative from God. He is the exact representation of God
on earth. He is called the Son of God, not because He is less than God, but that He alone can reveal
the heart of God the Father in heaven. Jesus is God made visible. He makes the God we cannot see or
understand, understandable and even touchable. Jesus bridges the gap between the transcendent
and holy God to a fallen and sinful people living in a dark world.
How could we know what God is like? We take a closer look at the life of Jesus. We watch how
Jesus responded to people. We consider how he treated the poor, the broken and the hurting. We see
his courage in standing against the corrupt officials and hypocritical religious leaders. We take note
of how he wept with the sisters of a friend who had died (and then promptly raised him back to life).
We see his compassion for those who were left out of religious rites of that day and felt shut out of
God’s Presence. We take in his teaching about God and learn from Jesus how we can approach God as
our Father. Through Jesus we can get to know God. We can learn what God is like by reading
about and studying Jesus. Even more we can turn our hearts to Jesus and He will
lead us into their very Presence of God.
We who have begun to follow Jesus are convinced that Christmas matters, and not just as a
social holiday or cultural celebration. At Christmas we know that God did not keep His distance, but
has come near to us through His Son, sent into the world to be the Savior. We who have put our faith
in Jesus, the Son of God are determined to gather together to worship our Lord this season, even if we
have to be a little distanced as we gather.
Rejoicng in Him, Pastor Mitch

In Case of Inclement Weather
In case of inclement weather on a Sunday, a decision whether to remain open or close will be made by
8:00 AM and posted on Facebook and the EGCC website. If it's a Wednesday, or a special event, the
decision will be made by 4:00 PM. If the BHBL school district is delayed or closed, the East Glenville
Preschool will be closed.

Calendar
Tuesday, November 24th 7:00 PM- Thanksgiving Service
“Stories of God’s Faithfulness”
Wednesday, November 25th- No Youth Group or
Bible Studies
Sunday, November 29th- Advent Begins
“Why Christmas Matters”
Sunday, December 6th– Diaconate Offering,
Last Day to Order Poinsettias, Element Group
(noon in Buchanan Hall)
Sunday, December 13th 6:30 PM- Family Carol Sing
Sunday, December 20th- Graduates of EGCC Youth
Gathering (Lunch and Pictures)
Thursday, December 24th 5 & 7 PM- Christmas Eve
Services. Sign up on Eventbrite (check your email for link)
Sunday, December 27th- Memorial Remembrance

Christmas Eve Services 5 & 7 PM
This Christmas Eve at EGCC we will be having two worship times at 5pm & 7pm. Both
services will include singing the Christmas songs, reading the Christmas story, Special Music, a
Message for Children, and Passing of the Light. The goal is to welcome all who come while still
being able to maintain social distancing. As we remember there was no room at the inn for the
Joseph and Mary, we want to avoid having no room left in the sanctuary for a visitor that may
wander in our doors. In that light, we are going to take reservations and limit the reservation
number for each service to 125. That should easily accommodate our congregation and yet give
is just a little wiggle room for a surprise visitor or two.
We need your help to make this work. If because of your Christmas plans you have a
strong preference for which service you would attend, please make your reservation soon. If,
however, you are flexible in your plans, it would be helpful if you would wait a few weeks to
sign up. We will announce in mid-December which worship time has openings and you can pick
your time then. We will be using Eventbrite for the on-line reservations, here is a link…
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/east-glenville-community-church-31827623653
You may also make a reservation by calling the EGCC office during the day. 518-399-3151

Greetings From the Elders,
One of God’s character traits is faithfulness. Psalm 33:4 says “For the Word of the Lord is upright
and all His work is done in faithfulness”. Other verses remind us that “The Lord is faithful, who will
establish you and guard you from the evil one”,” He will cover you with his pinions, (the outer part of
birds’ wings, including flight feathers), and under his wings you may seek refuge. God’s faithfulness is a
shield and bulwark.” There are many more verses that speak of God’s faithfulness and I encourage you
to explore them.

Faithfulness includes commitment (an internal act of heart and mind, of dedicating one’s
self to something), love, longsuffering, patience, endurance, and steadfastness. God’s
faithfulness to us displays all of these.
One of my favorite hymns reminds us “Morning by morning new mercies I see. All I have
needed Thy hand has provided-Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.”
As we reflect on our church and the recent challenges that God has brought us through, we
elders are thankful for each one of you and your faithfulness. Thank you for your commitment
to our church. Thank you for your steadfastness in giving and loving, serving and encouraging
one another.
We are especially thankful for:
1. Mitch and the staff for keeping our church running smoothly.
2. Everyone who has made the outdoor and indoor services happen along with the streaming.
3. The trustees who maintain our facility.
4. All of those who have made it possible to provide nursery and junior church.
5. Leaders who are keeping us connected through Life groups and bible studies
6. Our faithful prayer warriors
7. Boards and teams who have continued to meet and plan.
Our prayer is that you have seen God’s faithfulness in your life and that you are growing
closer to Jesus during these difficult times.
Gary Williams, for the elder board

A brief update on the financial status of the church. The tithes and offerings are consistent with last
year as we are within $700 of last year’s giving through the first ten months of the year. This is
remarkable considering the year that 2020 has been for all of us and the financial toll that the COVID virus
has placed on some of our members. Thank you to all for your faithfulness. Our expenses have outpaced
our income by approximately $11,000 through October, causing us to draw down on our reserves.
Therefore, the elders will be looking to make a small reduction in the 2021 budget.

Advent/December Sermon Series
"Why Christmas Matters"
Why do Christians make a big deal about Christmas? Christmas is a great holiday, we have
celebrations, decorations, gatherings, food, family visits, and Will Ferrell’s best film ever (Elf). But we
believe that Christmas is more than a holiday – that it really is a holy-day, when we celebrate the birth of
the Son of God. Christmas is a big deal because the coming of Jesus into our world changes everything. We
are going to do two things to highlight how important Christmas is. First, we will go through the story of
His Birth as we light the Advent Candle in worship each week leading up to Christmas. Second, we will take
a break from ICHTHUS, our sermon series on Mark’s Gospel, and focus on why Jesus came into this world.
Each message will highlight what Jesus came to accomplish. Here is the plan:
November 29th
The Prophets Candle – Youth Director Nick
The prophets of old foretold His Coming
Jesus shows us what God is like.
December 6th
The Bethlehem Candle
Jesus descended from King David and was born in the town of David.
Jesus came to be the true King and to rule over God’s People.
December 13th
The Shepherds Candle
The world missed his coming, but the shepherds came to worship at his birth.
Jesus came to seek and save those who were lost.
December 20th
The Angels Candle
The angels sang forth with joy over the birth of a Savior.
Jesus came to break the curse of sin
December 27th
Memorial Remembrance Sunday
Jesus came to bring life into the eternal age.
January 3rd The First Sunday of 2021 – Pastor Phil
Jesus came to show us how to live.

Memorial Remembrance on December 27th
During our 10:30am service on the final Sunday of 2020, I (Pastor Mitch) would like to introduce a new
tradition to East Glenville Church. This is something we did at my previous congregation that people
found meaningful. We will have a time within worship to remember those from EGCC, as well as family
and friends, who had died in 2020. We will light a candle to symbolize that in Christ they are still alive
with Him and are in His care. The sermon message will focus on the eternal life we have in Christ.

The Way to the Manger
EGCC Families and Children:
The season of advent is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. Families can take advantage of the advent season to focus on the
birth of Christ at home, as well as at church. If your family doesn’t already have their own
advent traditions, a “Family Advent Guide” is available from the church. It provides
scripture passages, explanations, prayers and a family-friendly activity. Please pick up a
copy of the Family Advent Guide by Sunday Nov 29th, the first Sunday of advent, to be
able to fully utilize it.
During advent our Jr Church program will be doing an advent presentation for the
students in addition to their normal lesson. The four Sundays of advent focus on the
prophecy (hope) of a savior, Bethlehem (preparing hearts of love), the shepherds (joy),
and God (peace) as we anticipate Jesus’ birth. I encourage you to take an active role in
helping your children understand the meaning of Christmas by experiencing advent
together at home!

EGCC Element Group
The EGCC Element Group is a collection of young families with or without children at home. We
are seeking God’s will in our lives and the lives of our families. We recognize the value of studying
His word together, praying together, fellowship with one another and accountability. With God as
our Rock, we just want to do life together!
On the first Sunday of each month we will be meeting in Buchanan Hall immediately
following the service for lunch, learning, prayer and fellowship. We are asking each family to bring
their own chairs or blankets so we can easily stay socially distant. We are also asking you to
provide your own picnic lunch. This will prevent us from having to move throughout the space and
cut down on any cross contamination.
After lunch, our lovely children will be taken care of while the adults dive into a short study
that will challenge us to live out our faith each and every day right where we are. Our first study is
After God’s Own Heart: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments. The focus at our December First
Sunday gathering will focus on placing God first in our lives.
If you have any questions about the Element Group or First Sundays contact Kim
(kimberly248@gmail.com or 518-281-4026) or Geoff Switts (gwswitts@gmail.com or 518-772-7537).
Please mark your calendars and plan to join us each month!
Element Group First Sundays
December 6 - Place God First
January 3 - Honor God
February 7 - Honor Parents
March 7 - Honor Life
April 4 - Honor Marriage
May 2 - Honor All Relationships

Family Carol Sing
Sunday, December 13th at 6:30 PM we will have a special evening of singing
Christmas carols and learning the stories behind them. This is a family event, with
something for all ages. Plan to come and enjoy this special evening celebrating the
Christmas season.

Mentoring Away…. Anyway
Another season of our women’s mentoring program has come to an end. This year, as with
every other ministry here at EGCC, we were impacted by the effects and constraints of COVID19
and social distancing. Yet through it all God was clearly at work in the lives of 22 women!
In the middle of March, we were set to have our kick-off at the home of Sandie Wanamaker
and to reveal the pairings of eleven younger woman to their older woman counterpart. At the
very last-minute caution prevailed, and we decided to cancel the event with the hopes of
gathering again soon. As the weeks went on and a new reality set in, we decided to find a way
to move forward. After all, we knew that although the times were unprecedented and
unfamiliar, that God was still firmly established on His Throne. How wonderful that He had
given us to each other to help navigate this challenging time!
We had eight months of changes and uncertainties, but also eight months of finding
creative ways to meet and grow. Most of the women were using Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth’s
book "Adorned", a beautiful call to Titus 2 living. Each pairing was committed to the Lord and
to each other; to connect and grow in their knowledge of the Gospel. So, they talked on the
phone. They got know each other better and prayed over Zoom, Skype, and Facetime. They met
outside in parks, opening Bibles on laps and at picnic tables. They were available and showed
up in each other’s lives.
On Sunday afternoon the 8th of a November, we concluded this year’s mentoring ministry,
gathered again as one group. Much to our delight it was beautiful and unseasonably warm
Fall day. I wish that you could have seen the circle of ladies on my front lawn, each one
separated by six feet from the next, everyone in their own camp chair with a side table next to
them to hold their soup and bread and their Bible study materials. This was the culmination of
the past 8 months. life on life, woman to woman, one generation to another; from mid-twenties
to mid-seventies! How encouraging that each dear woman was willing to share at least one
way in which they had seen growth in their life through the blessing of mentoring.
By God’s grace and through His leading, we will offer another session of mentoring
in the new year. Why not begin to pray now and see if God may be leading you to become
involved as a mentor or mentee?
By Melisa Olson

